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CONGREGATION DARCHEI NOAM 
September 23-24, 2016 / 21 Elul, 5776 

 
Parshat Ki Tavo 

 
Eruv Hotline: 201-254-9190 www.FairLawnEruv.com 

Shabbat Services in the Fair Lawn Jewish Center 
FRIDAY 

Candle Lighting – 6:32 p.m. 
Mincha & Kabbalat Shabbat – 6:38 p.m. 

Repeat Kriat Shema after 7:40 p.m. 
 

SHABBAT MORNING 
SHACHARIT 

8:00 a.m. – Minyan 
Shiur by Rabbi Donath on “Another kosher store/restaurant 
in Teaneck?! Ha'sagat gevul in halacha.” Kiddush is spon-
sored anonymously. 

8:45 a.m. –Rabbi Donath will not give his She’arim 
b’Tefillah class today 

9:00 a.m. Minyan  
Sof Zman Kriat Shema –9:47 a.m. 

Youth Groups 
Groups meet in the Art Room of the FLJC 

Youth directors: Aliza and Chanan Strassman 
9:45 a.m. - Ages 3 - 2nd grade 

10:05 a.m. – Grades K-2 
Mincha – 6:20 p.m. 

Shiur by Rabbi Donath on  
“Why do we keep kosher?” (continued) 

Maariv – 7:29 p.m. 
Shabbat Ends – 7:40 p.m. 

______________________________________ 
Weekdays 

Sunday Shacharit – 8:15 a.m. 
at Anshei Lubavitch 

 
Please participate in maintaining our daily minyan. 

Selichot & Shacharit 
Monday - Friday - 6:15 a.m. 

at the Schultz residence, 9-20 12th St. 
Mincha/Maariv 

Sunday-Thursday – 6:30 p.m. 
at Anshei Lubavitch 

______________________________ 
☞ Safety note from our President:  

Please do not enter the building until we are done. It is an ac-
tive construction site and it is not safe to walk around.  
Thank you, Mark 

 

Renew your membership and reserve your High Holiday 
seats. Download the seat request form and pay on the Darchei 
Noam website. Payment can be made online and forms can be 
emailed to seats@darcheinoam.com. Discounts for member-
ship available to young couples and students. 
Babysitting on High Holidays. Let us entertain your children 
on Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur. We’re offering babysit-
ting free of charge during Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur 
davening for newborns to 10-year-olds. Sign up on the 
Darchei website to reserve a spot. 

2016/2017 Yizkor Book: It is time to renew or add to the 
2016/2017 Yizkor Book. The Yizkor Book will be used for 
Yizkor services during the upcoming year. It will be a very 
meaningful way to remember your departed loved ones. Please 
submit your ad, with payment, to eszofan@gmail.com 

Welcome to Adam and Lisa Pasternak and their children, Ari 
and Lyla, who are visiting Fair Lawn. 

Mazal Tov to Liz and Dov Mintz on the naming of their new 
granddaughter, Shalva Maayan, born to Shani and Yaakov 
Greenman 

Upcoming Events 
Community-wide Selichot Program: Motzei Shabbat, Sep-
tember 24. Please join us for a moving joint Pre-Selichot Pro-
gram with Congregation Shomrei Torah, on Motzei Shabbat, 
Sept. 24. The program will include a lively kumsitz with local 
musicians led by Rabbi Herschel Reichman at 11:45 p.m., col-
lation at 12:15 a.m., divrei chizuk by Rabbi Yudin at 12:30 
a.m., and Selichot led by Rabbi Berel Leiner at 12:45 a.m. 
Location: Congregation Shomrei Torah, 19-10 Morlot Ave. 
Collation sponsored by Linda & Jerome Gans in observance of 
the Yahrzeit of Bayla bat Hachover M’Nachem HaLevi. 

First Aid, CPR, and Defibrillator Training: On Sunday, 
Sept. 25, from 7:00 -10pm a CPR, First Aid and Defibrilla-
tor Training Class taught by Moshe Zharnest, at Anshei Lub-
avitch. $35 (normally $60+). CPR certification will be 
given. This course is especially important for young families 
with children. While walk-ins are welcome, an RSVP to ber-
nardmintz1@gmail.com would be appreciated. 

Kumzitz in Times Square: Sunday, September 25, 7:30 – 
9:30 PM, at the Red Stairs in Times Square. Join the Yeshi-
va University Israel Club at the biggest event of the year, a 
kumzitz featuring Aryeh Tiefenbrunn and the Y-Studs A Cap-
pella group. Last year over 1,500 people attended. Open to the 
general public so invite your friends, family, cousins, uncles, 
aunts, grandparents— basically everyone you can think of. 
Sponsored by The YU Israel Club, The Yeshiva University Of-
fice of Student Life, YSU, and SCWSC. 

Support Our Local Businesses: B&B Wine and Liquor is 
offering the Darchei Noam community special sale prices on 
kosher wines. See their ad in the Jewish Link for the wine list. 
Mention that you heard about the sale from Darchei Noam. 
Please patronize the businesses who support our shul with their 
advertising including our weekly bulletin advertisers and those 
in the 2016 Annual Journal, which is posted on our website. 



Memorial Board and Tree of Life Plaques: Honor your loved 
ones with a plaque on Darchei Noam’s Memorial Board or pur-
chase “leaves” on our Tree of Life. Please contact David Thaler: 
thal45@aol.com or 201-406-7043. 

Please support the Darchei Noam Chesed Fund: Contact 
Marilyn Wilen: mrkw1@me.com  

You support Darchei Noam when you shop at  
Smile.Amazon.com 

Contribute to Darchei Noam’s Growth 
Donate Chairs for Our New Shul  

Baruch HaShem, the construction of our new “mikdash m’aat” 
is progressing rapidly. The committee has found comfortable 
and practical chairs to enhance both the comfort and the beauty 
of our shul. The new Sanctuary needs a minimum of 230 
chairs. We will order the seats once we have enough donations 
for all the chairs we need. Payment can be made using the Do-
nate button on our website (choose “Payment is for ‘a dona-
tion’ and Type: “Sanctuary Chair Donation”), or by sending in 
a check to P.O. Box 1331, Fair Lawn, NJ 07410. 

Parshas Ki Savo - Jumping the Gun? 
by Rabbi Avraham Gordimer 

“And when you come into the Land that Hashem your God gives 
you as an inheritance and you take possession of it, and dwell in it. 
You shall take of the first of all fruits of the ground... And you shall 
respond and declare before Hashem your God... And Hashem 
brought us forth from Mitzrayim (Egypt) with a strong hand and an 
outstretched arm, and with great awe, and with signs and wonders. 
And He brought us to this place and gave us this Land, a Land 
flowing with milk and honey. And now, behold, I have brought the 
first fruits of the earth, which You have given me, Hashem...  And 
you shall rejoice in all the goodness that Hashem your God has 
given to you and your household...” Devarim 26:1-11 

Irrespective of the halachic interpretations of this passage, on a 
peshuto shel Mikra (literal interpretive) level, it is quite striking, 
for as soon as the Torah introduces the notion of entering Eretz 
Yisroel (“when you come into the Land”), it seems to jump to the 
mitzvah of Bikurim, First Fruits, and the requirement of farmers to 
thank Hashem for the Land and its bounty when they bring Biku-
rim to the Beis Ha-Mikdash (Temple). In truth, the mitzvah of 
Bikurim and the mandatory statement of thanks, referred to as 
Mikra Bikurim, would not be performed and uttered until the Land 
was settled and divided among the Shevatim (Twelve Tribes), 14 
years after entry to Eretz Yisroel! This being the case, why does 
the Torah present the mitzvos of Bikurim and Mikra Bikurim when 
referencing initial entry to the Land, such that the presentation of  

these mitzvos appears quite premature? (Imagine several par-
ents of toddlers discussing which of the toddlers should marry each 
other when they become adults; we would tell these parents that 
they are really jumping the gun! – even though this happens quite 
often… :)) 

The reality is that the Torah is not giving premature advice, but 
is instead teaching a profound lesson of emunah (faith). This lesson 
is that due to Hashem's preexisting relationship with B'nei Yisroel, 
they must trust and be confident that His promises of the Land and 
its bounty are true, palpable, and will without any doubt come to 
fruition. By informing B'nei Yisroel that their entry to Eretz Yis-
roel will lead to agricultural success and expressions of gratitude, 
the Torah fortified the people's emunah and reliance on Hashem. 

In other words, the divine promise that B’nei Yisroel would 
prosper in the Land and ascend to the Beis Ha-Mikdash with Biku-
rim to express gratitude was so real and tangible that the Torah 
presents it as a fact that is established upon mere entry to Eretz 
Yisroel, rather than as an aspiration or future ambition to look 
forward to there later. The relationship that B’nei Yisroel shared 
with Hashem provided the context and unquestionable expectation 
for success and happiness in Eretz Yisroel, which would eminently 
manifest upon entry therein. 

This theme actually forms a pattern throughout the entire par-
shah. 

B’nei Yisroel are commanded to erect tablets with the words of 
the Torah upon passing through the Yarden (Jordan River), and 
again when reaching Gilgal and Har (Mount) Eival. (V. Rashi and 
Sifsei Chachamim on 27:2.) This all provides a context to remind 
the nation of its preexisting relationship with Hashem, as rein-
forcement. The Torah then presents the Berachos and K’lalos 
(Blessings and Curses) to be recited at Har Gerizim and Har Eival, 
followed by the grand Tochacha (Reproof) of reward and punish-
ment for observing the Torah or abandoning it. 

Whereas the parshah commences with a portrayal of B’nei Yis-
roel acting in a manner that flows from their close connection to 
Hashem and their unequivocal reliance on His word, as they are 
always conscious of their relationship with Him, it progresses to-
ward a state in which positive reminders are provided (at Yarden, 
Gilgal and Har Eival), and it then moves further toward a scenario 
in which actual graphic warnings are needed (the Berachos and 
K’lalos, and the Tochacha). This seems to be an intentional pattern, 
demonstrating how one’s connection with Hashem can weaken and 
wane. 

Let us look back to our initial, ironclad bond with Hashem and 
awareness of His Presence, and live our lives in that context. Under 
such conditions, no reminders are necessary, and no warnings are 
warranted. Let us live with a dynamic consciousness of Hashem’s 
care and love for us, His commitment to our people, and our love 
and obligations to Him. Let us return to Hashem with this excep-
tional and holy mindset, and merit a new year of only sweetness 
and good.  	

 
 


